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Were you there? Are    you 

there? 
30 years ago this 
year a group of 
individuals 
formalized the 
Edmonton Prolife 
group.   
 
Our group began the 
work with the 
introduction of lax 
laws surrounding abortion (3 doctors signing off on 
the procedure) and has now grown to include 
defending all human life from the moment of 
conception until natural death.   
 
We have cases of abortion in our country performed 
for no reason or any reason at all throughout the 
nine months of pregnancy all paid for with your tax 
dollars.  We have an ever growing attack on the 
other end of our natural life.  The death advocates 
who try sell death with dignity as some sort of cure 
to all that we would face at the end of our natural 
lives.  But there is more, much more, some death 
advocates believe that we should be making this 
choice for others who society deems less than 
desirable – the handicapped, the babies born 
imperfect, the depressed, the addicts, the burdens 
on society.   
 
Just what have we allowed to happen?  Yes we 
have this prolife organization fighting against these 
movements, but just who is this organization?  This 
organization is YOU; it is only as strong as the 
supporters are.  Yes we are all busy, yes there are 
many good causes – but our first inherent right 
must be the right to life.  We must all know this 
defend this and celebrate this.  There will always be 
a need for an organization such as ours.  There will 
always be those who seek death as a solution to 
today’s problems.  History shows this and the future 
will no doubt follow this pattern.  How the future 
plays out is dependent on our efforts as people of 
Life.  Come celebrate with us, work with us, and 
pray with us.  This is not our work but we are the 
hands, hearts and feet that have been asked to do 
the work.  Thank you for your support and we hope 
to see you at our AGM to celebrate our 30 years. 
 

 Another passing milestone - 

Bernard Nathanson, rest in 

peace- By FATHER 

RAYMOND J. DE SOUZA  

Perhaps the most influential 

graduate of McGill’s medical 

school, he spent more than 30 

years trying to undo what he 

had done. (Personally 

responsible for over 5000 

abortions at his own hands 

and responsible for thousands more)  Dr. Bernard 

Nathanson, who died at 84, graduated from McGill in 

1949, and returned to practice obstetrics and 

gynecology in his native New York.  

Read more at http://fatherdesouza.ca/?p=551#more-551 

Tips on sharing the Prolife 

Message -What is the Pro-Life 

Message? 

Before going on to discuss how to most effectively share 

the pro-life message, perhaps we should ask, ―What is 

the pro-life message?‖ At its most basic level, the pro-

life message is this: An unborn child is a human person 

whose life has value and deserves to be protected by 

our society. 

But we also have an important message to share about 
how abortion harms women—and men—and about how 
committed the pro-life movement is to helping women 
face untimely pregnancies and choose life for their 
babies. 

Ultimately, our message is a message of hope. We 
believe that, working together, we can transform our 
society into a place in which no mother will ever resort 
to abortion, and where every child, regardless of the 
circumstances of his or her conception, will be 
welcomed and loved.  More next newsletter. 
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Bernard Nathanson  
1936-2011 
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Upcoming Events and Notices — Save the Dates! 
 

ü ü March 9 to April 17, 2011 - Answering the call – 40 Days for Life!                
This spring our community is uniting with hundreds of other cities around 
the world for the largest and longest coordinated prolife mobilization in 
history.  40 Days for life is a focused prolife campaign that has already 
mobilized over 400000 people worldwide, saved more than 3500 lives from 
abortion, led to conversion of 43 abortion workers, and seen nine abortion 
facilities close.  40 Days for Life is made up of: Prayer and Fasting – 
believers throughout Edmonton and area are invited to join together for 40 
days of fervent prayer and fasting for an end to abortion.  Peaceful Vigil: stand for life during a 40-
day peaceful public witness outside the abortion clinic in Edmonton , located at 12409 109A Avenue North side of the 
Avenue For more information visit www.40daysforlife.com/Edmonton or  contact Karen at 780-425-1637 or email to 
40daysforlife@edmontonprolife.org 

 
ü May 14, 2011 –Edmonton Prolife Annual General Meeting and 30 year commemoration. Smittys Restaurant 

Kingsway Mall. Breakfast will be served from 7 am to 8:30 am.  Agm will begin at 8:30. Presentations from 9:30 to 
10:30.     Please mark your calendars Saturday May 14 at the Kingsway Smittys 109 St.  & Princess Elizabeth Ave – 
west main entrance. Cost $9.00 includes 2 eggs, bacon, sausage, hash browns, toast, juice, coffee and gratuity.   
Call Karen at 425-1637 for more information.  

 
ü May 12, 2011 - March for Life –Solidarity March in support of the National March for Life in Ottawa.  Mark your 

calendar for the Edmonton March for Life, Thursday May 12, plan on attending now. Watch your church bulletin and 
emails for further details.  Contact Karen at 780-425-1637 for more information. 

 

ü June 16, 2011 - Covenant Health presents Great Expectations? - a conference of ethical decision-making in 

health care, on Thursday, June 16, 7 am to 4:30 pm at the Delta Edmonton South. Plenary speakers include Sister 
Nuala Kenny, ethics and policy adviser for the Catholic Health Alliance of Canada. Conference details are available 

atwww.CovenantHealth.ca, or for more information call Nasreen at 780-735-9597. 
 
 
ü July 22 to 31, 2011 Capital Ex - The biggest educational booth for Edmonton Prolife takes place during Capital Ex.  

Over 800 000 people will visit Capital Ex during these 10 days.  We need over 60 volunteers to fill our shifts.  If you 
would like to help Edmonton Prolife by volunteering to sit at our booth for a four-hour shift, please call Karen at 425-
1637 or email edmpl@interbaun.com.  We value and appreciate your commitment to our cause; Edmonton Prolife 
will pay for your admission to the grounds.  

 
ü Rachel's Vineyard weekends for healing after abortion are offered throughout the year in locations across the 

United States and Canada.  If you wish to attend a retreat in these locations, please call or e-mail the contact person 
listed or call us toll-free at 877 HOPE 4 ME. Edmonton Contact: Mary Laurene 780-424-4538 
family@edmontoncatholic-church.com Retreat Dates: TBA   Edmonton and Rural Area, AB Canada Contact: 
Jennifer 780-963-4048 jensbranches@live.ca  or  Marlene Javorsky  javofarms@gmail.com Note: 
Interdenominational Retreat Dates: TBA   

 
Join others in an hour of peaceful, prayerful activism against the daily slaughter of innocent babies. 
Morgentaler Abortion Clinic: 12490, 109 A Ave.The fourth Sunday of every month (*subject to change please call 
MaryEllen to confirm).  Candle light Rosary at 7:30 pm. Contact Maryellen at 476-4026 
 

For information on any of the above events, call the Edmonton Prolife office at 425-1637 or email us at 

edmpl@interbaun.com 

In Defence of Life: Edmonton Proli fe’s Newsletter is published four times a year by Edmonton Prolife Association, #212, 11125-107 Ave. 

Edmonton, AB T5H OX9. Ph. (780) 425-1637, Fax. (780) 425-1320, email:  edmpl@interbaun.com, website: www.edmontonproli fe.org 

Editor: Karen Richert 

EPL Board: President: Corry Morcos, Treasurer: Glenn Woolger, Recording Secretary: Michael Cooper, Directors: Dale Lunty, Phil  Steele, 
Janet MacLellan, Alming Steele, Gwen Bouwsma and John MacDonald 

Office Manager: Karen Richert 
Webmaster: Eileen Rebstock 

New board members welcomed. Meetings held bimonthly, call  to confirm date and time, at EPL office. All EPL members welcome to attend 
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Put Unplanned on Your List 
Life Issues Connector February 2011 
Some of you are familiar with 
Abby Johnson’s story. She was 
the director of a Planned 
Parenthood abortion mill in 
Bryan, Texas. That is, until 
realities of the abortion industry 
confronted her in very dramatic 
ways. Abby’s story is so 
compelling it was featured in a 
two-part episode of our weekly 
TV program Facing Life Head-
On: 

www.facinglife.tv/episode/season_4/episode_8/episode
_408.html 
Now Abby has detailed her journey from darkness to 
light in a book called Unplanned. It was on the Amazon 
best sellers list before even being available. Life Issues 
Institute was provided with an advance copy for review, 
and is pleased to give it a full endorsement.  

Even if you’re familiar with many of the details of Abby’s 
transformation, you will find Unplanned compelling 
reading. Brad Mattes, host of Facing Life Head-On and 
executive director of Life Issues Institute said, ―Honestly, 
I couldn’t put the book down until I had finished reading. 
The title is quite descriptive of Abby’s experience.‖ 

Get additional details and ordering information at: 
unplannedthebook.com/.  This book and DVD are 
available to loan from Edmonton Prolife.  Call Karen at 
780-425-1637. 

 Think Legal Abortion is 

Safe?  

The media 
called it the 
―house of 
horrors.‖ The late-term abortion mill of Kermit Gosnell 
was raided for illegally selling prescription drugs. But the 
FBI was shocked by what else they found.  

Filthy conditions with sick, flea-ridden cats. Untrained 
staff administered powerful and dangerous drugs. 
Women prepped for abortion sat on dirty recliners 
covered with blood-stained blankets. The remains of 
late-term babies were stored everywhere, including in a 
fridge next to staff lunches. Grand jury testimony 
revealed many babies were born alive but killed by the 
abortionist and others by severing their spinal cords. 
Gosnell and his staff have been charged with murdering 
a woman and seven babies.  Read the 281 page Grand 
JuryReport.http://www.lifeissues.org/breakingnews/2011
/GrandJuryWomensMedical-2.pdf This case is on the 

same magnitude as Pickton and most media have 
ignored this case. 

Jailed prolife 

activist’s case 

reaches 

Supreme Court 

Linda Gibbons, the prolife activist who has spent 700 

consecutive days behind bars for her refusal to stop 

picketing in front of a Toronto abortion clinic, will get her 

case heard in the Supreme Court of Canada — but it 

does not mean she will leave jail anytime soon. 
The argument that will be presented to the court, likely in 

the fall, is that the Criminal Code was used to abuse Ms. 

Gibbons and that the Crown showed a heavy 

handedness not fitting her offences, defense lawyer 

Daniel Santoro said. ―Legally, it means the Supreme 

Court of Canada has decided to hear an appeal by Ms. 

Gibbons on the issue of whether the criminal court can 

be used to prosecute injunctions made by civil courts,‖ he 

said. ―Getting leave to the Supreme Court is very rare 

and we are very excited they will hear us.  Ms. Gibbons 

has been arrested roughly 20 times for various offences 

under the Criminal Code and has been behind bars 

nearly nine of the past 16 years — almost as much time 

as Karla Homolka spent in prison. Please continue to 

support Linda with your prayers and letters - Vanier 

Centre for Women 665 Martin St. Milton Ontario L9T 5E6  

Prolife group sues Carleton 

University 

over arrests 

Members of a prolife 

group at Carleton 

University, who were 

arrested in October for 

displaying graphic signs of aborted fetuses on the Ottawa 

campus, have filed a lawsuit against the university, 

claiming the administration broke its own codes of 

conduct regarding human rights and academic freedom. 

―There are two issues here,‖ said Albertos 

Polizogopoulos, the Ottawa lawyer representing the 

students. ―This is clearly a case of censorship by 

suppressing freedom of expression. And the university is 

practicing discrimination by taking sides on a political 

issue. ―When a school takes sides like this, they are no 

longer providing education but practicing indoctrination.‖  

Pray for justice for these prolife students. 
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Life Canada - Edmonton Prolife is a supporter of Life Canada, the 

national Pro-Life educational group. The object of Life Canada is the Pregnant? Need Help? 
establishment and operation of a national association of local and Edmonton Crisis Pregnancy Centre 
Provincial educational pro-life groups across Canada. In co-ordination Ph: (780) 482-5111 
with local groups, they seek to foster and promote public understanding Pregnancy Care Centre 
and knowledge of life issues. Life Canada News is published six times a Ph: (780) 424-2624 
year. To subscribe to Life Canada News or to read back issues, go to 24 Hour Crisis Pregnancy Line 

www.lifecanada.org Ph: 1-800-665-0570 
 
Alberta Pro-Life - Edmonton Prolife is affiliated with Alberta Pro-Life, the provincial pro-life umbrella group. A portion 
of your membership fee goes to support their work with local and national groups to effect change in our society. The 
Rose is published four times a year. To read The Rose online, go to www.albertaprolife.com 

 

30 for 30 
As always Edmonton Prolife is only able to fulfill its mandate because of generous support from individuals and groups 

who want to see a culture of life embraced in our community and elsewhere. 
Our goal for this 30 year commemoration would be to have 30 new monthly donors who would pledge $30.00 per 

month. 
This would secure our current programing – advertising through billboards, school presentations, website maintenance, 

resource distribution and public awareness booth displays at conventions and trade shows. 
We have a small dedicated group of monthly donors today but if we want to sustain our current work we need more 

pledges of commitment. 
We will never go beyond our financial means we will continue to work with what we have as always.  Your commitment 

helps direct us to plan educational opportunities for the present and future. 
Thanks for generously helping us to help others! 

As always all donations will be gratefully received and tax receipted. 

"""" Clip out and send to Edmonton Prolife, 212, 11125-107 Aye, Edmonton, AB T5H 0X9""""  

Yes, I would like to help Edmonton Prolife in their work in defence of life. 

 
Name: Join now for easy monthly giving 

 
Address: Monthly giving is an easy way to spread 

your generosity out over the year and 

provide a stable base of funding for 

Edmonton Prolife programs. Your annual 
Phone: membership fee will be covered by the 

monthly donation. 
E-mail: 

 
I authorize Edmonton Prolife to  withdraw 

Annual Membership Fee ($20)    
$    (minimum   $5)   from   my   bank Donation 

Total Payment Enclosed account on the 5
th day

 of each month. My 

Payment Options personal  bank  cheque  marked   VOID   is 

I  Cheque enclosed. 

 
I  Visa Signature 

 
I  MasterCard Date 

 
Card #    
Expiry Date    Memberships and donations are tax 

deductible. Charitable Registration #118894047 
 

Signature    
 

Cheques payable to Edmonton Prolife (9:1) 

(1:3) 

 
 

Our Aims and Objectives 

 
To promote respect for all human 

life from conception to natural 
death. 

 
To uphold and defend the right to 

life, the basic human right on 
which all other rights depend. 

 
To contribute to the 

understanding of the people of 
Edmonton and the surrounding 

areas, by education, that society 
has a duty to protect this right. 

 
We are committed to peaceful 
actions to fulfill our mission. 

 
www.edmontonprolife.org 
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